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Letters to the Editors 





Sponsor Wants Advice About Young Adults 





Should Those Who Gave $2,286 
Be Curbed . . . or Impressed? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial, “The Real Issue in Ja- 
pan” (OUTLOOK, July 24), is most infor- 
mative, especially to the young folks of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. The 
young adults (21-35) at the Ginter Park 
Church went “all out” for the Interna- 
tional Christian University to be estab- 
lished in Japan and raised $2,286 for it. 

Evidently, in the opinion of the mission- 
aries who represent our church in Japan, 
these young people should have more 
training on doctrine before they “stick out 
their necks” again. As a sponsor for this 
group, should I endeavor to curb the 
“liberal” attitude of these representative 
young adults of our church which might 
mean their changing over to a more pro- 
gressive denomination or should [ try to 
impress them with the fact that our mis- 
sionaries at present in Japan are “bear- 
ing a witness” which “sharply deviates 
from the witness of our church at home”? 

I want to be a good Southern Presbyte- 
rian, but, as a scientifically trained person, 
I must admit I’m confused. 

SIDNEY Ss. NEGUS. 

Medical College of Virginia, 

Richmond, Va. 


Handwriting on the Wall? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It is a matter of profound regret and a 
cause for deep humiliation that our last 
General Assembly did not see fit to ac- 
cept her part in one of the greatest chal- 
lenges for the promotion of Christian 
brotherhood ever to be presented in the 
history of the Christian church, namely, 
the responsibility of raising $50,000 for the 
International Christian University in Ja- 
pan. Such strategic moments do not often 
come in the life of the church. May God 
have mercy upon us and give us eyes to 
see the signs of the times, lest we see the 
handwriting on the wall! 

It is, of course, greatly encouraging to 
have a man of Dr. Logan’s calibre to offer 
his services for the promotion of the uni- 
versity (OUTLOOK, July 17). I feel confi- 
dent that when the rank-and-file members 
of our church are informed of their op- 
portunity, even yet, to share in the magni- 
ficent undertaking in Japan, they will 
gladly respond, and in so doing will add 
stimulus to the effort of supporting our 
own denominational schools, 

Let me thank you again for your able 
coverage of the meeting of the General 
Assembly. aoa 

MALCOLM P. CALHOUN. 
York, S. C. 


Letter to the Moderator 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

We have sent the following letter to Dr. 
B. R. Lacy, Moderator of the General As- 
sembly, with copies to the proper church 
agencies: 

As members of our organization known 
as the Women of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Staunton, Virginia, we are cog- 
nizant of the fact that we are to abide by 
the acts of the General Assembly. But 
in taking advantage of our prerogatives 
in a representative form of church gov- 
ernment, we desire to express ourselves as 
being out of sympathy with the position 
of the General Assembly in respect to the 
International Christian University of Ja- 
pan. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under | 


Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 


the act of March 3, 1879. 


Being located near Massanetta Springs, 
the meeting place of the General Assem- 
bly of 1950, we were greatly disturbed to 
see the headlines in the local press: 
“PRESBYTERIANS DECLINE TO SUP- 
PORT JAPANESE CHRISTIAN UNIVER- 
SITY.” We venture the opinion that the 
policy of withholding support from a 
Christian institution, destined to have a 
great spiritual influence upon the youth 
of the Far (East, will not reflect so much 
upon the International Christian Univer- 
sity of Japan as upon the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. 

As a token of our interest in the Japan- 
ese International Christian University we 
are sending a contribution of $150 to the 
Foundation through Dr. John MacLean, the 
Southerr Presbyterian minister whose vi- 
sion inspired the development of the Inter- 
national Christian University of Japan. 


(SIGNED) 
Anne Arecher (Mrs. G. B.) Tullidge. Presi- 
dent 
Audrey B. (Mrs. J. A.) Higgs, Assembly 
Causes. 
Doris H. (Mrs. T. W.) Dixon, World 
Missions 


Louise P. (Mrs. H. J.) Williams, Secretary 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Wm. B.) Gibson, Treasurer 
Dorothy (Mrs, D. H. Jr.) Ogden, Education 
Nellie C. (Mrs. C. S. Jr.) Hunter, Church 
Extension 
Cally R. (Mrs. F. B.) Lewis, Spiritual Life. 
Staunton, Va. 


Vacation Fund Appeal 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Friends of the Vacation Fund for minis- 
ters and missionaries of our church, who 
have overlooked sending their contribu- 
tions to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, treasurer, Mon- 
treat, N. C., can aid the Fund materially 
by mailing their gifts as soon as possible. 
By mid-summer more than 140 ministers 
had been invited to be beneficiaries of the 
fund and enjoy a season of spiritual in- 
spiration and physical renewal at one of 
the several conference grounds of our 
church. Other ministers can yet be in- 
vited, if contributions to the fund permit. 
The Board of Managers, of which it is my 
privilege to serve as chairman, would like 
to see a much larger fund available in 
order that many more ministers might be 
invited to participate. Your gift, large 
or small, would help that larger fund to 
come into being. 

Is the fund appreciated? If you could 
read the many letters indicating the grati- 
tude of those who have participated in its 
benefits, there could never be a question 
as to the thankfulness of the beneficiaries. 
One minister wrote: “The Vacation Fund 
is ‘like manna from heaven’ because the 
financial gift is turned into food for the 
soul and refreshment for the body. Such 
a gift allows the minister to do the things 
he has longed to do but couldn’t because 
funds were lacking.” Another minister 
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said: “I am writing to tell you how much 
I appreciate the privilege you have at. 
forded me and my family of sharing jy 
the Vacation Fund. We had hoped to gy 
to... for a week but just did not know 
how we could finance such a trip. Your 
offer is the answer to our prayers an 
wishes.” Still a third has written: “It i 
a privilege to take this time off from 
shepherding six churches for the inspira. 
tion of being in one of our summer cop. 
ferences, and I am sure the Lord will bles; 
those who help to make this possible.” 

Without your gift many who should 
have restorative seasons at our church 
conference grounds will not enjoy such. 
We thank you in their behalf and for the 
Board of Managers of the Vacation Fund 
for what you will give. 

WADE H. BOGGS, Chairman, 
The Vacation Fund Board 
of Managers. 
Louisville, Ky. ’ 


Friendly Letter 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
This entire letter may be printed in your 
columns for letters by the readers. 
I sincerely appreciate your excellent re- 
port of the 1950 Assembly and the full 
report of the Westminster Church, Atlanta, 
Ga. ownership of property case. 
In regard to ownership of property by 
the individual church, first let me say: 
Please, please, let us not have any un- 
pleasantness over worldly possessions. 
As a property owner and as a real estate 
broker in the State of Georgia, I feel that 
the Westminster Church is 100% correct. 
I will give my reasons for this statement 
if you care to print them. (Edtl., p. 8.) 
Let me congratulate you on not want- 
ing anonymous letters for publication, All 
should give their names and permit pub- 
lication of their names. 
T. SHEP CLARK. 
Augusta, Ga. 


Korea and Chaplains Articles 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
“After Korea, What?” in the July 24 
issue impresses me tremendously. -and 
“Chaplains of the Status Quo” is splendid, 
as Dr. Foreman’s contributions always are 

to a layman. ... 
HERBERT K. CASKEY. 

Asheville, N. C. 


Bible Mastery Month 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The twenty-first annual Bible Mastery 
Month campaign conducted by the Pres- 
bytery of Seattle comes in October. 
Though local in origin, the response is 
world-wide. It operated last year in every 
state save five, in five Canadian provinces 
and six foreign lands; more than 24 de- 
nominations were represented with thou- 
sands of faithful readers and many pas- 
tors crowning the program with their ex- 
positions. 

“The Royal Epistle,” Hebrews, with its 
keyword “Better” is chosen for this year. 
There are alternative “Commitals.” Either 
to read the epistle through daily, or to 
read at least three chapters daily. . 

After the campaign last year a Cali- 
fornia reader wrote, “I am certainly con- 
vinced that this way of reading the Bible 
is the best way, I derived so much infor- 
mation and a real blessing.” 

Those interested may secure further in- 
formation, a four page leaflet, Bible Book 
Mark and Committal Card by sending an 
addressed, stamped envelope to 

Cc. J. BOPPELL, Chairman. 
2666 37th Ave., S. W., 
Seattle 6, Wash. 
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Nat Reiney to Head 
Assembly’s Men; P of P 
Plans to Be Pushed 


Completion of Progress Program 
Will Enlist Churchwide Support 


Nat K. Reiney, a pencil manufacturer 
of Lewisburg, Tenn., heads Southern 
Presbyterian men for the coming year. 
Also elected at the recent meeting of 
the Assembly’s Men’s Council at Mon- 
treat were: J. E. Dews, Stuttgart, 
Ark., and Emile Dieth, New Orleans, 
vice-presidents; Grant Webster, Bel- 
laire, Texas, secretary; E. L. MacLeod, 
Gainesville, Ga., treasurer. 

Major project ahead of the men 
through November is a full-scale com- 
pletion program for the Program of 
Progress. Responsibilities are being 
taken (such as three churches per 
man), leaders will be trained, and con- 
certed efforts will be made all across 
the church. It is planned to carry on 
until the goals are reached or the time 
is up. 

The council also approved the pro- 
jects adopted last year and recom- 
mended them to synod, presbytery and 
local men’s organizations. These in- 
clude: (1) distribution of the Scrip- 
tures: (2) working for informed man- 
power through securing 50,000 new 
subscribers to one of the three church 
papers; (3) Christian Missions to Men; 
(4) development of a speakers’ bureau. 


Enlarged to 120 
Paid registrations at the annual 
men’s conference totaled 248. The coun- 
cil itself had 54 members present; its 
membership has been enlarged to 120. 
Featured preacher for the conference 


Sunday was the evangelist, Billy 
Graham. 
Records show that 2,717 men have 


been in synod and Assembly confer- 
ences for men this year. North Caro- 
lina leads with 1,008. Most of the 


synods now hold two or three-day con- 
ferences. 


Joseph B. Fraser, Hinesville, Ga., 
immediate past president of the Assem- 


bly’s men and a brigadier general in 
the Army, has been called to active 
duty. 


Roy LeCraw, Atlanta, Program of 
Progress director and a colonel in the 
Army has volunteered for service with 
the 54th Fighter Wing, Ga. Natl. Guard. 
His temporary assignment gives him 
the consideration of applications for dis- 
charge from the GNG. 


Evangelism Is Now ‘Too Glib’ 


Dahlberg Says Intellectual Discipline, Moral Content, Needed 


Cleveland, Ohio.—Evangelism has be- 
come too glib to be effective and needs 
serious intellectual discipline, repre- 
sentatives at the Baptist World Alliance 
were told here by Edwin T. Dahlberg, 
Syracuse, N. Y., pastor. 

Speaking on ‘Can We Evangelize 
Evangelism?’’ Dahlberg said, ‘“‘Evangel- 
ism has become fiat, stale and prudent, 
giving the impression that God is not 
asking very much of us. We have got 
to face the fact that we are living in a 
generation with a completely new men- 
tality, and even a different language.”’ 

“Such phrases as ‘the precious name 
of Jesus,’ ‘coming under the blood,’ and 
‘saved by grace,’ however great and 
profound atid true their original Bible 
meaning, simply do not register in the 
minds of the average American 
listener.”’ 


“Most Boring Book” 


As an indication of the changing 
trends, he said a recent survey reported 
by Columbia University Press showed 
that Pilgrim’s Progress was considered 
the most boring book which those who 
responded had ever read. This book, 
said Dr. Dahlberg, was the book that 
fascinated our parents and has been 
published in more languages than any 
other book except the Bible. 

The survey, he said, “indicates the 
secular, humanistic and jazzed up state 
of mind we have to deal with. We can- 
not ignore any longer the inroads of 
scientific and philosophic thought upon 
the accepted thoughts of the religious 
world.’”’ 

The minister recommended more dis- 
ciplined thinking, a fresh vocabulary 


“and a restatement of our whole Prot- 
estant world view in terms that will 
command” hearing and attention. 

“What is needed,” he declared, ‘‘is a 
Martin Luther of the New Reformation 
to take these historic doctrines of the 
Christian faith, reinterpret and restate 
them, and nail them to the doors of 
the church for the whole twentieth cen- 
tury to read, believe and obey.”’ 


New Moral Content 


Evangelism, he said, should also have 
a new moral content so that it will not 
give the impression that ‘‘we have noth- 
ing but the ethics of yesterday to preach 
about.” Too often evangelism is re- 
duced to attacks upon bad movies, 
gambling, drunkenness and profanity, he 
said. 

“We are betrayed by our ideals more 
often than we realize: family loyalties, 
patriotic and religious slogans, political 
and economic groupings. If our evan- 
gelism is to become effective, we must 
begin to move into the realm of men’s 
holy ideologies and make clear that the 
name of Christ is above every name, 
however patriotic or exalted.” 

As a third step, Dr. Dahlberg de- 
clared that churches must work with 
each other ‘for the conversion of 
America and the world.’’ We do not 
have to become one church to cooperate 
in reaching given goals, he said. “But 
we can unite in cooperative endeavor in 
preaching good news of Christ. For 
only so can the world be brought face 
to face with the Christ to whom all 
authority in heaven and earth hath 
been given.’’ 


Missionary Enterprise Faces 


Worldwide Dangers 


The fate of the far-flung Christian 
missionary enterprise hangs in the 
balance in various parts of the world 
today. 

The advance of Communism poses the 
No. 1 threat to the future of missions 
activity, a situation thrown into sharp 
focus by current developments in coun- 
tries of the Orient, notably China and 
Korea. 

Another danger is the stress on na- 
tionalism in various countries which 
have attained political independence. 
The possible result might be to curtail 


gospel, unless 
special efforts 
ligious liberty. 


Christian forces exert 
to safeguard full re- 


World Council Stresses Importance 


Both problems figured prominently in 
the recent news of religion. At Toronto, 
Canada, the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches laid empha- 
sis on the ‘vital importance” of incor- 
porating adequate guarantees of re- 
ligious liberty within national constitu- 
tions. 

It expressed gratification over the re- 


the right to preach and propagate the cent enactment of such constitutional 








safeguards in various countries, notably 
India. All governments were urged 
when drafting or amending constitu- 
tions or laws to “secure for all people 
within their jurisdictions the funda- 
mental right of religious freedom.” 

At Princeton, N. J., in his first ad- 
dress since coming to the United States, 
Toyohiko Kagawa, famed Japanese 
Protestant leader, said that Christianity 
is now engaged in a life and death 
struggle with Communism in East Asia. 

At Whitby, Ont., Miss Sarah Chakko, 
secretary of the Commission on the Life 
and Work of Women in the Church of 
the World Council of Churches, told the 
Christian Youth Commission that the 
Christian Church must give ‘fa clear 
answer to the Communists and totali- 
tarianism.”’ 


“There are two groups in Asia, the 
hungry and the idealists,” she said. 
“Communism cannot be overcome by 
theory. Therefore, it must be answered 
by facts and by demonstrating that re- 
ligion satisfies the demand for social 
justice.” 


Bishop Moore Sees Threat 


A further warning came from Metho- 
dist Bishop Arthur J. Moore of Atlanta, 
who said at Lakeside, O., that if Rus- 
sia dominates the world ‘‘not only will 
peace and freedom be imperilled but 
Christianity with its guardianship of 
human values, will be seriously weak- 
ened.” 


Bishop Moore declared that “if athe- 
istic Communism prevails in the world 
or in uny large part of it, the human 
race will be more seriously wounded 
than it could be by any other system of 
economics or politics, however bad.”’ 

Conflicting opinions continue to be- 
cloud the situation in China. Some 
churchmen claim the Communist gov- 
ernment there is simply tolerating the 
Christian Church as a temporary ex- 
pedient, and that the future for mis- 
sionary work looms dark. Others main- 
tain that the work of the church will 
still go forward. 

The Methodist Federation for Social 
Action was told at its annual meeting 
at Xenia, O., that the new government 
of China has not interfered with the 
Christian religion there. 

Lucius Porter, who was born in China 
and spent 14 teaching there, 
spoke favorably of Mao Tsetung’s gov- 
ernment. He praised ‘“‘the army of 
liberation’’ which led to its creation. 
But he declined to call the new govern- 
ment Communist. 


A dispatch from Shanghai revealed 
that a series of conferences was held in 
Peking between high government offi- 
cials and Christian leaders, with Pre- 
mier Chou Enlai presiding. He is re- 
ported to have given assurances that 
foreign personnel working in China, 
such as missionaries, teachers and doc- 
tors can stay. He was cautious, how- 
ever, on the matter of admitting addi- 


+ 


years 


tional foreign missionary personnel into 
the country. 


Evacuation from Korea 


Meanwhile, missionary work has 
come to a virtual standstill in Korea, 
except for scattered areas where a 
handful of workers are carrying on hos- 
pital and church activities among refu- 
gees. Nearly 200 Protestant mission- 
ary men, women and children have been 
evacuated from Korea and are tempo- 
rarily housed in the Kobe area of Japan, 
awaiting the outcome of the Commu- 
nist attack on South Korea. 

No word has as yet been received 
from six Methodist missionaries _ re- 
portedly cut off when Communist-led 
troops penetrated Kaesong, near the 
38th parallel. It has been announced 
by the Vatican Radio that two Roman 
Catholic missionaries in Korea have 
been wounded as a result of the war. 

Meeting at Whitby, Ont., the Inter- 
national Missionary Council pledged 
“unbroken fellowship” with all Korean 
Christians, and assured them of ‘our 
acute concern and our prayers.” 

“In a world deeply divided, Chris- 
tians everywhere are called to witness 
to the transcendent unity which is given 
by Christ to His Church,” the state. 
ment said. “We reaffirm our faith in 
the liberty wherewith Christ sets men 
free. No violence or threat by any 
worldly power can rob us of that free- 
dom.”’ 


Opporcunity in Japan 


Not all is dark and gloomy for tne 
enterprise. Drastic curtail- 
ment of activities in some parts of the 
world has led to wider horizons else- 
where, and this is particularly true in 
Japan. missionaries from 
China have been assigned to this field 
und many denominations are taking up 
work there for the first time. (RNS) 


missions 


Seores of 


Presbyterian Youth Group 
Endorses Church Mergei 


Grinnell, la. (RNS)—Efforts toward 
merger of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and the Presbyterian Church, US, 
(Southern) were endorsed in a resolu- 
tion adopted here by the national as- 
sembly of the Westminster Fellowship, 
youth organization of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 

Another adopted resolution advised 
against the intermarriage of Presby- 
terian young people with Roman Catho- 
lics when a condition of the marriage 
is the rearing of children in another 
communion. 

The young people also went on record 
as endorsing the ecumenical movement 
and expressed their fellowship for mem- 
bers of the Korean Christian Church. 


Curry Is Moderator 


Robert Curry, 20-year-old college 
senior from Altoona, Pa., was elected 
moderator of the Westminster Fellow- 


ship National Council. He succeeds 
George Lewis of Hersman, Ill. 

Lewis told the 2,000 delegates as they 
discussed difficult problems, ‘‘We may 
have come here with peace of mind, but 
we have failed if we leave with peace of 
mind.”’ 

The young people adopted a resolu- 
tion calling upon their members to help 
safeguard academic freedom and urging 
them ‘‘to be alert to and to protect any 
practices which would curtail the pur- 
suit of truth in the realm of American 
education.”’ 

An earlier action, which this resolu- 
tion amended, specifically protested a 
recent University of California loyalty 
action. This was deleted in the final 
statement. 

Curtailment of the advertising of 
alcoholic beverages through national 
communications media was approved. 


“Great Millstone” 


Rebert S. Bilhcimer, program secre- 
tary for the World Council of Churches 
in the U. S., told them: 


“The race problem for the United 
States and its churches is a great mill- 
stone hanging around our necks. I be- 
lieve it is one of the two most important 
and heavy of such stones, the other be- 
ing our apparently habitual tendency to 
think that the Kingdom of God and the 
Body of Christ must always and finally 
be measured by the requirements of an 
institution, the size of budgets, the size 
of membership, the number and extent 
of the activities of various groups.”’ 


New Church Strategy Said to 
Be Developing in Japan 

New York. (RNS)—A new church 
strategy, including social action as well 
as evangelism, is getting under way in 
Japan to meet the challenge of Asian 
Communism. 

This was reported by John C. Bennett, 
professor at Union Theological Seminary 
here, who returned from a six weeks’ 
visit to Japan. He met there with the 
largest group of Japanese ministers and 
theologians ever assembled to consider 
the churches’ role in social action. 

Dr. Bennett, whose book ‘‘Christianity 
and Communism” was recently trans- 
lated into Japanese, also talked to hun- 
dreds of students during his stay. 

He said that Communism appeals to 
large groups of students and intellec- 
tuals as a way of dealing with poverty 
and chaos, but these groups do not real- 
ize Communism’s ‘‘repressive elements 
or power strategy.”’ 

He added that while the Japanese are 
“tremendously receptive’ to Christian- 
ity, the churches in Japan have aimed 
primarily at the middle class in large 
cities, and have neglected groups such 
as workers and farmers for whom Com- 
munism has a “‘natural appeal.”’ 

To help develop a new strategy for 
reaching these groups, Dr. Bennett spent 
a week with Japanese church leaders, 
discussing ways of applying the gospel 
to social and economic problems. 
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@ An mspiring document of gratitude and devotion written 


by a young Chinese to his American missionary friends 


The Story of Philip Sang 


HE STRENGTH of an enterprise 

or an organization is more often 

in its reserves than in its front 
line shock troops. This is not only 
true of an army fighting a war, but it 
is also true of a football team, or any 
other athletic group. More than one 
game has been lost and more than one 
championship has gone with the wind 
because of a lack of sufficient reserves. 
This is true of an individual as well. 
That is to say, one’s real strength and 
effectiveness in life is more dependent 
on what is not seen, that is what is 
held in reserve, rather than on the front 
one puts up every day. By the same 
token, it seems to me that the strength 
and hope of the Christian Church in 
China is not so much in the first-gen- 
eration Christians, fresh out of heathen- 
ism, as it is in the second and third- 
generation Christians. They have never 
known, experimentally, what real 
heathen worship is. They are the re- 
serves of the church! 


For Forty-two Years 

Forty-two years ago Calvin N. Cald- 
well of the Presbyterian Mission opened 
Taichow for Christian work. [In these 
forty-odd years the Christian Church 
has taken root in the city and in the 
countryside about Taichow as a center. 
Today thriving churches, a Christian 
hospital, Christian schools and Chris- 
tian welfare work bear eloquent testi- 
mony to the consecration and devoted 
effort of Christian workers, both Chi- 
nese and American, since the beginning 
of church work in this area in 1908. 
Church work has been carried on dur- 
ing this period primarily by adult men 
and women who accepted the gospel in 
place of Buddhism, Taoism and Con- 
fucianism, which they had known from 
their youth up. 

Too much credit cannot be given 
them for the foundations which have 
been laid for the Christian church in our 
community. But what of the future? 
Many of the early Christians are be- 
coming aged and infirm, while some 
have already passed on to their reward. 
There is a large and flourishing group 
of second and third-generation Chris- 
tian young people in Taichow which in- 
sures the continuity of the Christian 
church here, even if the American mis- 
sionary has to leave China and the first- 
generation Christians become _ ineffec- 
tive on account of old age. In fact, 
this is one of the very bright spots in 
an otherwise dark picture surrounding 





*Dr. Richardson, who is more widely 
known as Pete than as Robert, and Mrs. 
Richardson continue their service in 
China despite the difficulties which have 
come in many areas. Many will suspect 
that the letter of Philip Sang was writ- 
ten to the Richardsons themselves. 
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By ROBERT P. RICHARDSON* 
ee 


Christian work in China at this time. 

Every Sunday afternoon in one of 
the city’s centrally located chapels the 
Christian Young People’s Fellowship 
meets for worship and action. Always 
this meeting is well attended in spite 
of the fact that 30 to 40 of the most 
active young people of ‘Taichow are 
away from home in school south of the 
Yangtze River. We counted up those 
who are earnest Christians and are now 
completing their education for service¢ 
in institutions away from Taichow. 
There are ten such young people still 
in middle school away from Taichow, 
but the more advanced group of twenty- 
odd engages our attention in this ar- 
ticle. The score on them makes in- 
teresting reading. 


The Hope of the Church 

Philip Sang and Wang Wei-fan are 
studying education in colleges at Nan- 
king; Ch’u Ming-en is studying forestry 
in Nanking; John Sang, Beh Yu, Chang 
Ch’uen-hsien, James Peng and Joseph 
Hwang are studying for the ministry at 
North China Theological Seminary at 
Wusih, while K’ong Hsiang-hsi, is doing 
the same in Hangchow; Li Ai-chen, Li 
Ai-ming, Hsi Chu-hwei, Wu Chung- 
Chiong and Tseh Hwei-chen are study- 
ing nursing; Feng Tze-lan is in college 
in Soochow studying economics. Yao 
T’ien-ming, Hu Chia-hwa, Li Ai-ch’en 
and James Sang are in medical college 
preparing to be doctors. Wang Bao- 
ch’ing, Wang Bao-chen and Wang Soh- 
chen are studying religious education, 
while Feng Hwei-lan is studying to be- 
come a laboratory technician. All of 
these splendid young people in their 
late ’teens and early twenties have 
some things in commor, their earnest 
Christian faith, their love for Christ and 
their firm determination to serve their 
fellowmen. They are the hope of the 
Christian Church in Taichow for the fu- 
ture. What a grand company of re- 
serves in training for Christian service! 

It would make interesting reading to 
‘sive the personal history of each one of 
ihcse young people, but time and space 
forbid such a luxury. However, I can- 
not leave you with a long list of un- 
familiar Chinese names, which mean 
nothing to you. Let me give you a sam- 
ple of what these young people are 
like and lect you judge whether or not 
there is hope for the Christian Church 
in China today. 

I could tell you a thrilling story of 
Wang Wei-fan studying education in 
Nanking, who is seriously considering 
giving up teaching and going now to 
China’s northwest as an evangelistic 


He is gifted in speaking 
and singing. Or I might tell how young 
Miss Tseh Hwei-chen brought her 
mother into the church. She is study- 
ing nursing and was stricken with ap- 
pendicitis. While under the influence 
of ether, she began to rebuke her fam- 
ily for worshipping idols and called on 
her mother, who was present at the 
time, to clean the idols out of the house 
and worship the one and only true God. 
Incidentally, her mother heeded her 
daughter’s advice and the idols have 
been destroyet. 

But, I have selected a letter from one 
of these young people to his American 
missionary teachers to give you a pic- 
ture of what kind of people the Chris- 
tian Reserves of Taichow really are. 
Let Philip Sang tell his story in his 
own words: 


missionary. 


Taichow, Kiangsu, China, 
February 11, 1959. 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. ‘‘Missionary,”’ 

I leave for Nanking now. Will you 
please read this letter over, then you 
will know how [ am thankful to you 
for your favours. 

As I remember, it was the first time 
to go to study in Shanghai. My father 
and I walked on foot from Taichow to 
Kowan. In the midway we met a 
noble American pastor, who came back 
on foot from Kowan. J] was young and 
was shy to see him. My father talked 
with him a few minutes. From that 
time I] began to know there is a pastor 
who has been working hard for the 
Lord with his family in Taichow. Who 
is he? He is called, Mr. ‘‘Missionary.’’ 

Eight years after, in the summer 
time, Pastor Sang introduced me to him 
as the teacher in the middle school in 
Taichow. One morning he asked Pas- 
tor Sang and me to dine with him. It 
made a deep impression on me that he 
is kind, gentle, earnest and just. Only 
God’s faithful servant can do so. 


“Cool as a Cucumber” 

Pacific War broke out, the boarding 
students in the middle school were 
frightened and moved away. The teach- 
ers could not but stop teaching. The 
next morning Mr. Han and [ went to 
his residence and discovered him shav- 
ing in the bathroom. He suggested to us 
that we carry on our teaching. From 
that time I honor him that he is a true 
leader, happen what may, he is as cool 
as a cucumber. 

Mr. Sar, Miss Choh and | asked him 
to teach us an English book, ‘‘The 
Good Earth.” He taught us patiently 
day by day. I began to know that he 
is at home in teaching, a great teacher! 
I always tried to translate the news 
from papers. On one hand, he got the 
news, on the other hand, I was im- 
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proved in English. He was very busy, 
but he did his best for us and treated 
us as his beloved students. 

He would go back to America soon, 
He asked Mr. Sar to inform me to see 
him. It was out of my thought. He 
gave me a new overcoat as the memo- 
rial and consoled me to be patient, that 
he would help me to finish the college 
course. I said nothing but shedded 
tears of gratitude. 

One morning we came to his resi- 
dence and saw him off to America. He 
gave us each one a cake of soap when 
we entered in. The Japanese were 
taking him He was quiet and 
pulled the window curtains down. How 
sad it was! We love him and his fam- 
ilv. We Chinese Christians like them 
very much. 
authority oppressed 
home. Inside the gate Miss Pan led 
us in prayer for him. All wept, so was 
I. On the wharf he said good-bye to 
us. I found all of us in tears; so was I. 


away. 


It was a pity that Japanese 
them to go back 


Plans for College 


In the summer of 1948 Dr. and Mrs. 
“Missionary” were willing to help me 
to study in the college and suggested 
me to have the entrance examination 
in Shanghai The expenses 
which [| shall spend in the college are 
their own money. They may spend 
their own money for themselves. Life 
has many enjoyments, but they have 
giving up their enjoyments. I 
found they hope Chinese young Chris- 
tians to have the same idea to 
for the Lord. I have been making my 
mind up to do my best for our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In Shanghai 
dence. 


College. 


been 


work 


I stayed at their resi- 
I had good food to eat, feather 
bed to sleep, quiet place to study. I 
felt so comfort happy. Both of 
them treated me as their own child. 
Dr. ‘‘Missionary’’ himself drove Jeep 
car for me to Bubbling Well Road to 


and 


wait the bus for Shanghai College. 
When I was sitting beside him I was 
thinking, ‘“‘This man is a Doctor. J 


am the common student and he drives 
the car for me.” [| do not know how 
to thank him. He loves me in action. 
1 like to follow his step to work for 
the Lord. 

It was unfortunate [| fell in examina- 
tion at Shanghai College. They did 
not change any plan for me, they are 
still willing to help me in the coming 
studying. Dr. ‘‘Missionary”’ at his resi- 
dence said to me, ‘‘We should do our 
best according to God’s will, but how 
can we know God’s will? The only 
way is to pray and do our best. If it 
is not God’s will, he will prevent us. 
You go to the seminary to study for 
one year. Don’t give up your hope, try 
again for college!’”” ] am so obliged to 
him for his kind advice. These good 
words help me very much! 


A Hospital Experience 

In the summer of 1949 I became a 
T. B. patient. I could not go to Uni- 
versity of Nanking to study. I wept 
several times. I am thankful to them, 
they did not lose hope upon me. They 
wrote their kind letter to console me 
and supplied me the expenses in the 
University Hospital. It is true they 
have been treating me as their own be- 
loved child. I never forget their kind- 
ness! 

The missionary doctor is a very kind 
doctor in Taichow. I was his patient. 
He took very good care of me. He is 
kind. earnest, faithful to his patients. 
He always thinks of his patients. I am 
so obliged to him for his kindness. God 
will bless him abundantly in his service. 

In Taichow there is none coming to 
see me every day or every other day, 
because they are very busy day and 
night. How about Dr. and Mrs. ‘Mis- 
sionary"’? They came to see me, talked 
with me, sent me very beautiful flowers 


What It Takes to Be a Good 


EDITORS’ NOTE—tThe following ar- 
ticle is reproduced, by permission, from 
a booklet issued by the candidate de- 
partment of the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, then distributed over 
the imprint of the candidate depart- 
ment of the Presbyterian, US, Board of 
World Missions. It is interesting and 
of considerable importance in revealing 
the calibre and quality of missionary 
appointees demanded today. Spend a 
few minutes to check and see whether, 
make a 


by this standard, you would 


good missionary or not. 


GET READY FOR A REAL JOB 
Do You Have What It Takes? 
Face Your World 


Its people are hungry; who will feed 
them? 
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HOW WOULD YOU 
SCORE? 


Its people are sick; 
them? 


who will heal 


Its people are naked: who will clothe 
them? 


Its people are illiterate; who will 
teach them? 

Its people are confused; who will 
guide them? 

Its people are sorrowful; who will 
comfort them? 

Its people are pagan; who will re- 


deem them? 


Only the gospel of Christ is adequate 


Face Yourself 


Your God wants you. 


to make me happy and gay, for only 
one day, or two days? No, they came 
to see me every day, or every other 
day. I did not take bath for three 
months. They asked me to go to their 
own bathroom, where Dr. ‘‘Missionary” 
taught me how to take bath. Mrs. 
‘‘Missionary”’ prepared new towel and 
new scented soap for me to bathe. [| 
could not describe how comfort I was. 
After the bath I had a very delicious 
dinner with them. They knew what [ 
needed. They sent me suit, underwear, 
shirts, neckties, sweater and other 
things. They have been paying close 
attention to me and taking good care 
of me. What a wonderful love they 
have! I never forget that they are so 
kind to me. 


Hopes to Teach at Taichow 


And now they help me to go to Uni- 
versity of Nanking to study again. In 
the near future I hope to be a faithful 
worker with them in the missionary 
school of Taichow. I will remember 
them in my prayer. I will take care of 


my health, study hard and love God 
deeply. 
Dear Dr. and Mrs. ‘Missionary,’ 


when you read above words over, you 
will know what I have in my heart. I 
honor and love you very much. Will 
you please pray for me? May God help 
me to be faithful, humble, earnest, pa- 
tient and joyful in his service. May 
all the glory be to the only God our 
Savior forever! 
May God bless you and your family 
in America abundantly, 
Your beloved child in the Faith, 
PHILIP SANG. 


The young Chinese men and women 
of Taichow, the Reserves of the Church, 
are heeding the Biblical injunction, 
‘Remember now thy Creator, in the 
days of thy youth.” 


Missionary 


Your Christ wants you. 

Your church wants you. 

Your world needs you. 

Your qualifications and inner drives 
should guide you in your choice of 
work. What are they? Do they qualify 
you for Christian service abroad? Check 
yourself. 


Physically Sound? 


The missionary needs more physical 
stamina than the person who remains 
at home. The incessant heat of the 
tropics: the piercing cold of the humid 
winters; the enervating effect of the 
hot, sticky summers; the strange foods; 
the diseases to which the Westerner has 
not become immune, all take their toll. 
The physical tests for foreign service 
are more rigorous than those given by 
the Army or the Navy. 
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Prove It 


Score 
Yes No 
Have I good health? Seale ) Valblate 
Am I free of physical handi- 
caps? cat Lah ii 


Have I had a careful recent 
physical checkup? 
Am I allowed to engage in 
athletics? 
Have I a good posture? 
Do I make an attractive ap- 
pearance? Sted! ‘Siar 
Am I regular in attendance 
at school? 


Emotionally Stable? 

If the missionary isn’t sound physi- 
cally, he may break down. If he isn’t 
stable emotionally, his colleagues may 
break down. You don’t have to be a 
nervous wreck to drive your companions 
to distraction. It’s not popular to be 
“queer” on the mission field. Psychi- 
atric interviews, a part of the exami- 
nations for foreign service, help to 
determine whether a student is emo- 
tionally stable. 


We'll See 


Do I reach decisions by com- 

bining thought and 

feeling? ican naan 
Do I assume responsibilities 


Can I take advice from 

others? oetam meee 
Do I “get along’’ with peo- 

ple? 


Intellectually Alert? 


The missionary’s mind must be ‘alert. 
Students whose high school and college 
grades average F need not apply. Ifa 
young person is intellectually curious, 
if his mind is everlastingly reaching out 
for the trust, his grades will be satis- 
factory. Your transcripts have some- 
thing to do with your transportation: 
no A’s, no steamship tickets. 


How Is Your I. Q.? 
Yes No 
Do I make more A’s than 
C’s? Sake tetpeea 
Do IT accept new ideas? ‘ 
Do I finish what I start? .... 
Do I get term papers in on 
time? en a 
Can J present my point of 
view with clarity? ‘inte ateete 
Have I taken vocational in- 
terest tests? ene eae 
Do J read books and articles 


Socially Sensitive? 

The world is full of tensions: racial, 
economic, political, religious. A candi- 
date for Christian service abroad must 
be sensitive to these conflicts. An at- 
titude of racial or national or in- 
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tellectual superiority disqualifies a stu- 
dent for foreign Christian service. 


Any Lurking Prejudices? 
Yes No 

Am I doing anything to re- 
solve major social con- 
flicts? P 

Am [I ashamed of my preju- 
dices? : 

Do I have friends in differ- 
ent racial and economic 
groups? aime wie 

Would I be willing to work 
under someone of a 

Do | judge persons by facts 
rather than labels? 

Do I believe there are val- 
ues in non-Christian 
religions? - 

Do I believe that the wel- 
fare of all peoples de- 
mands the surrender of 
a degree of national 
sovereignty? 


Religiously Literate? 


The missionary must know his own 
religion: its Book, its history, its 
Founder. He must know, also, the re- 
ligions of the people among whom he 
plans to serve. The fact that you have 
a college education may not mean that 
you understood the spirit of the New 
Testament, and that understanding is 
involved in being religiously literate. 


Rumor or Fact 
Yes No 

Is my religion real? as 

Do I read the Bible regu- 
larly? 

Do [ know what my own 
church stands for? 

Am | intelligent about the 
World Council of 
Churches? bbkaiie 

Do I stimulate my thinking 
by reading contempo- 
rary religious books? 

Have I found how to make 
prayer real? : 

Do I seek opportunities for 


Christian service? ei 
Spiritually Compelled? 


One missionary wrote, ‘‘Woe is me 
if I preach not the gospel.’’ That deals 
with motive. We want compelled men. 
Your reasons must be unselfish, based 
upon your love of God and the desire to 
serve your nejghbors. Unless you now 
express this love and engage in this 
service for those across the street, you 
should not plan to undertake it for 
those across the world. 


Because You Must 
Yes No 
Have I talked to others 
about being Christians?.... 
Do I have sound reasons for 
becoming a _ mission- 
ary? 
Have I counted the cost? 
Am I aware that foreign 
Christian work may be 
as discouraging 
as work at home? 
Have I considered this work 
before falling in love 
with my present sweet- 


heart? ecete a) Paraoaca 
Do I prefer missionary work 
to all other callings? .... .... 


Do I believe that mankind 
can be truly redeemed 
only through the Chris- 
tian religion? piste ewale 


YOUR SCORE WASN’T PERFECT? 
Of course not. But if you are striving 
toward a high goal and if you want 
very much to be a missionary don’t 
give up. 

We want you to be a missionary. 

We want you to feel that missionary 
service is God’s will for you. 

We want you to believe that God ex- 
pects the best of you. 

We want you to know yourself in 
order that you may give your life with- 
out any reservations. 


Outlook Issues 


—of August 14 and 21 will be 
combined, dropping out the issue 
of the 21st for a vacation period. 
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EDITORIAL 


We Should Do it Together 


See this recent action by Central Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery by which it was 
“arranged to release Reserve chaplains 
immediately to the armed forces should 
it be necessary to do so.” 

Then see this letter written by one 
of the leading Presbyterian ministers of 
the country to the Moderators and 
Stated Clerks of the US and USA As- 
semblies: 





“If our country is to enter a third 
world war could we not go into it as 
united Presbyterians, doing our chap- 
lains’ work and cur work for the troops 
under a united front? 


‘The nations are together; could not 
we enter it as united Presbyterians, 
offering the service of the war-time 
commission of our two churches to all 
of the smaller Presbyterian groups?” 


While all of us pray that no full- 
scale effort will be required, some Re- 
serve units are already being called up 
and others are soon to follow. A re- 
sponsibility similar to that during the 
last war will doubtless be recognized by 
the church and chaplains, and men will 


be followed with their services. 

To work together in this emergency 
would call for no radical departures. 
We did much together before and no 
one that we ever heard of raised an 
objection. This would seem to be the 
commonsense way, the efficient, the best 
way. Whatever needs are to be met, let 
us meet them unitedly. 


Worship and Boredom 


The news service 
Toronto: 


reports from 


“No Christian should go out of a serv- 
ice of worship looking bored,’’ Ernest 
Brown, former minister of health in the 
British government, and past president 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, 
told the Assembly of the Baptist Fed- 
eration of Canada. 

“Boredom does not come from with- 
out but from within,” he said. 

Mr. Brown also said that the grace of 
God is not to be measured by statistics. 

“The trouble with our modern 
churches is that there is too much wit- 
nessing by quotations and not enough 
by experience,”’ he observed. 


We had expected to make an editorial 
comment on these statements, but, after 
all, what more needs to be said? 


The Church Property Issue 


The church paper of the ‘‘Orthodox’’ 
Presbyterian body, a small group re- 
sulting from the defection from the 
USA church some years ago and the 
subsequent break with the ‘‘Bible’’ 
Presbyterians, gives considerable atten- 
tion to present church property dis- 
cussions in our church. It editorializes 
on this matter with much more heat 
than light. 

The paper says the situation is 
brought about because of the movement 
toward reunion; though a vote is now 
being held in abeyance for a five year 
period, it seys ‘“‘it seems evident that 
the union will be consummated in a 
few more years.’”’ 

It explains the efforts of scattered 
churches to gain charters giving them 
sole right to their property as being 
brought about because ‘no satisfactory 
solution has been reached’ on this 
point in the reunion negotiations. 

This, of course takes no account 
whatsoever of the rather radical com- 
promise included in the Plan of Re- 
union (OUTLOOK, June 2, 1947). More- 
over, it puzzles us a bit as to why the 
opponents of reunion appear to over- 
look the provision which is made for 
them in the plan. An action was agreed 
upon in regard to church property which 
gives any church the right to remain out 
of the union with its property. It is 
difficult to see how a more equitable 
provision could be included. 

It is specified that this agreement is 
“for the purposes of this reunion alone, 
and without nullifying in any way the 
principle as to the ownership of Pres- 
byterian church property as established 


by ecclesiastical and civil law.’’ Pro. 
vision is made whereby within a year 
after the final approval of Reunion, a 
congregation, in a properly called meet. 
ing, may vote (by a three-fourths vote, 
as in the case of the number of presby- 
teries required to approve) to remain 
outside the union. If no protest as to 
irregularity is sustained by the pres- 
bytery, then the church may retain all 
of its property. In any case, jurisdic. 
tion of the presbytery is final and the 
matter cannot be carried to higher 
courts. 

This temporary provision in the case 
of this reunion is admittedly out of 
line with our church’s polity, but it is 
agreed to in an effort to be as fair ag 
Christian people can possibly be. 

In all such discussions and regardless 
of how often the question is discussed 
(OUTLOOK, Apr. 5, 12, 26, May 3, 
1948) it is constantly surprising to find 
Presbyterians, and occasionally some 
Presbyterian officers, who have not the 
slightest idea of our polity in this re- 
gard. The property of a local congre- 
gation belongs to and is under the con- 
trol of the local church—so long as that 
church remains in the denomination. 
When or if a congregation (or presby- 
tery or synod) leaves the denomination, 
then its property comes under the con- 
trol of the next higher ecclesiastical 
judicatory. But so long as the church 
remains in the Presbyterian Church, 
US, its property is its own. However, 
it should not be forgotten that, accord- 
ing to our Presbyterian principle, the 
action of a congregation in regard to its 
property—-or any other matter—may be 
reviewed and even overruled by the 
courts of higher jurisdiction. 


The Reorganization 


51. THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 





Uniess yeu have a pronounced dis- 
taste for history, our Assembly’s His- 
torical Foundation at Montreat, N. C., 
is one of the most interesting and en- 
lightening spots in all our bounds. 

This unique institution is the result 
of the vision and hard and patient work 
of Dr. and Mrs. S. M. Tenney who 
nurtured it, first at Texarkana, Texas, 
1924-26, then at Montreat where it now 
is firmly established under the direc. 
tion of Thos. H. Spence, who has been 
its curator since 1940, the year after 
Dr. Tenney’s death. 

This agency, as the ad interim com- 
mittee spoke of it, 

ie .is charged with the respon- 
sibility of receiving and maintaining 
custody of historical data of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, and of the whcle 
Christian community. .It is under 
the control of a board of trustees of 
nine members, elected by the Assembly. 

.It has two salaried employees. It 
receives its financial support from vol- 
untary gifts and from the office of the 
General Assembly. In 1947 approxi- 
mately $10,000 was contributed by the 
Assembly to this work. [The spending 
budget for this year is $14,250.] In 
the judgment of your committee it per- 
forms a distinct service and as such 
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does not belong to any other major 
agency of the Assembly.” 


Thus it was left to report directly to 
and through the office of the Assembly. 
Funds for its support come now through 
the General Fund. 

The committee did issue a warning 
as it said, ‘‘We recommend that the 
trustees of the Historical Foundation 
and of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion exercise all caution to assure that 
whatever capital expenditures made by 
each for its work shall not duplicate 
expenditures contemplated by the 
other.”” This, said the committee, is 
suggested because the Historical Foun- 
dation has plans ‘‘to erect a permanent 
structure for its own use and Montreat 
College is engaged in an effort to secure 
a library building. It appears to your 
committee that such facilities as these 
could be used by both groups together 
and would result in reducing necessary 
funds for the provision of both without 
any impairment in the program of 
each.’’ 

So far as we have heard, however, 
this word of the Assembly has not yet 
been taken seriously, though it would 
seem that one such library could well 
serve both institutions. The Historical 
Foundation’s building, it was hoped, 
would be begun this year. It has been 
delayed several times before and addi- 
tional money has been raised, most of 
it by women’s groups across the church. 
$60,000 is in hand plus $25,000 com- 


ing from the Mountain Retreat Assn. 

Every year students find their way 
into the Carolina mountains to study 
at first-hand some of the materials 
which are to be seen nowhere else. 
Cumberland and Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians now contribute annually 
to the support of the agency. Presbyte- 
rians of many varieties find there ma- 
terial which helps to throw light upon 
the past. All kinds of interesting, and 
sometimes valuable, accessions are re- 
ported year by year. An amazing col- 
lection of the histories of our churches 
have been placed there, and many are 
kept up-to-date, by women’s groups 
of the congregations. Official records 
are added to the archives and an in- 
creasing number are coming on micro- 
film. The Foundation staff speaks of 
the archives as ‘‘comprising one of the 
world’s richest and most extensive 
arrays of source material on Presbyte- 
rian history.”’ 

The new building—when it comes— 
will add greatly to the efficiency of the 
staff and it will enable the valuable 
holdings to be arranged and displayed 
in a far more effective and interesting 
manner. 

NEXT WEEK-—Assembly’s Training 
School. 

Request: As we near the end of this 
long series on the Reorganization, what 
work or agency would you like to have 
discussed that has not yet been men- 
tioned in these columns? 





THOUGHTS 


At the Funeral of One Who Died No Christian 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“No man cared for my soul.’’—Psalm 
142:4. 


ister. Or will it be a minister? 

This man whose body lies up 
there under the flowers was no church- 
man, certainly. And so far as [ ever 
heard, no Christian. He may have been 
baptized, but that was long ago. He 
was married in a church, [ seem to re- 
member. .yes, both of them were 
in society, and a J. P.’s office would 
never have done. But he never went 
into the church after that. This isn’t 
exactly a church, it’s a funeral parlor. 
Five hundred dollar funerals are well 
the same no matter what the man was. 
But the minister, I wonder? Would a 
minister bury him? [| doubt if a priest 
would. 

Yes, there he comes. A minister by 
the look of him. Will he say the same 
things over this man that he would 
over his own flock? Will he make him 
an honorary member of his church, 
affirm a faith for the man which the 
man would never confess for himself? 


H ERE WE SIT waiting for the min- 


No. . .no, he doesn’t begin with “I 
am the resurrection and the life. He 
that believeth on me—.” Well, he’s 
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honest anyway. He’s not going to 
preach the man into heaven after he’s 
gone. 

What am [ doing here myself, any- 
way? I’m in the same organization 


with him and they wanted some one to 
represent the firm. So here I sit. 

but after all, I am a churchman  Bap- 
tized, joined the church years ago. Con- 
tribute regularly. Even go sometimes, 
though it’s a long way in from Mortgage 
Park to old Saint Calvin’s. 


“__it is soon cut off, and we fly 
away.” 


ES, that’s a fact. Nothing espe- 
Y cially Christian about that. But 

he didn’t say “He that believeth 
shall never die.” Well, he was no be- 
liever. Not a disbeliever, he never made 
fun of religion, he just didn’t see it, 
it wasn’t in his picture. .I can’t 
help thinking, Why didn’t the man be- 
lieve? Eternal life — eternal death. 
Thait’s something to think about, some- 
thing pretty terrible. No belief, no life. 
Just what’s in the casket, or something 
worse. . Yes, I’ve heard it all my 
life one way or another, never thought 
much about it till this afternoon. Ac- 
cept Christ or reject him. And the man 


him. At least he 
never accepted him. But did he reject 
him, I wonder? Did he ever know him? 
How can you reject somebody you never 
knew? Is it just lack of faith that’s 
so bad, or is it something contrary, 
perverse, wicked? Did this man just 
never say Yes, or did he ever consciously 
say No? He was not an angry, perverse, 
contrary man. He just wasn’t interested. 

But why wasn’t he interested? What 
was it he passed up? Maybe the church. 
Its doors were always locked when he 
was downtown week-days. Just an- 
other building, just a lodge he didn’t 
belong to. Maybe it was the people in 
the church he rejected. Can’t blame 
him much. Well. .truth is, I’m one 
of ’em. Could he have thought I was 
such a poor specimen? No, I don’t 
know that he thought I was a hypocrite. 
Don’t really know whether he knew 1 
belonged down at St. Calvin’s. Well, I 
wonder. J wonder if in all his life 
anybody ever said a word to him about 


up there rejected 


religion. Seemed such a self-sufficient 
chap I suppose nobody thought he 
needed it. Could a minister—? Could 


this one? [| doubt if he ever tried. 
Maybe never heard of the man till this 
week. Well, his name was in the phone 
book. Do the preachers even try to go 
after the people in the phone book? 


“if Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain.” 


F HE had stuck to the Psalms it 
| would have been better. Seems like 

rubbing it in, to talk about faith 
over the dead body of a man who never 
had _ it. But I can’t help thinking. 
Where is he now? What is he wishing? 
I’ve heard it sometime or other—‘He 
that is ashamed of me, of him will the 
Son of Man be ashamed.” . Christ 
ashamed of this man. .but was he 
ashamed of Christ? He didn’t even 
know him. How do we believe in Christ 
anyway? It may be the Bible, but I 
suppose he never owned one. When J 
was a boy it was my mother and that 


Sunday school teacher. But he — he 
came up in military schools after hig 
father and mother broke up. I should 
have spoken to him myself. I was the 


only churchman he knew, [I guess. But 
I’d have felt embarrassed. WH os 
ashamed of me and of my words. No, 
it wasn’t that man, I was the man who 
was ashamed. 


GOD, I am ashamed of myself. 

I took your name long years ago 

and I hid it. I am one of the 
reasons why this man never had any 
faith. Maybe the main reason. .the 
only reason. Thou knowest. Lord, I 
cannot make time run backward. I can 
say nothing into that casket. All I can 
ask is, if he never had a real chance 
here, give him one. And give me one. 
Open my mouth. Take away my 
cowardice. Help me to be a Christian 
and not just a churchman. Before they 
pile the flowers up for me, let me be 
one reason why some man believes! 

















Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 








BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 
Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 








CHURCH NEWS 


Three Are Added to 
N. C. Education Staff 


North Carolina News Letter 





Three area workers are to be added 
to the religious education staff of the 
Synod of North Carolina in September. 
Each of these will serve three presby- 
teries, assisting in leadership training, 
youth work, children’s work and other 
phases of the educational program. 
These three are: Sara MeNeill, for- 
merly the Reidsville DRE, who will 
serve Orange, Winston-Salem and Gran- 
ville Presbyteries: Rosanna Barnes, al- 
ready serving the religious education 
committee, for Albermarle, Wilmington 
and Fayetteville Presbyteries; and Mar- 
garet Ratchford, formerly with the 
Highland church, Fayetteville, will 
serve Mecklenburg, Kings Mountain and 
Concord Presbyteries. J. O. Mann, 
Charlotte, is the regional director of re- 
ligious education. The synod’s commit- 








* Positive Christian Character 
® High Standards of Education 
An Honor System That Works 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


are found at 








OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, so 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 








Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 








Schreiner Institute 


Military high school and junior college for boys. 
Law, Business Administration, Physical Education. 
Modern dormitories and equipment. 


vised study. 


for school year beginning September 18. 


In the Hill Country of Texas 


Engineering, Pre-Medicai, Pre- 
Individual attention and super- 
Reservations now being received 
Write: 


The Registrar; Schreiner Institute; Box U; Kerrville, Texas. 











FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs, N. C. 
A rich educational experience 
in a 
Joyous Christian atmosphere 
Marshall Scott Woodson 
President 


AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 


One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
ane of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
ay. 


For information and catalog, write 
Cel 1 Chas. 8. Roller, Jr., Principal. 
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tee, in authorizing this action, said, 
“This will be a real step forward, ag 
we offer help when it is needed both to 
individual churches and to presbytery 
groups.” 


Synods Men Sponsor Meeting 
For Negro Young People 

The first Negro youth conference, 
sponsored by the men of the synod, was 
held recently on the campus of the state 
teachers’ college, Fayetteville. Leon 
Anderson, minister of the Amay James 
church, Charlotte, and J. O. Mann bore 
the responsibilities of leadership. En- 
rolilment for the week’s conference was 
82, with 11 adult leaders. One of the 
young people said, ‘“‘The conference has 
meant more to me than anything else 
in my life.’’ Another wrote, ‘“‘I have 
been greatly inspired with new hopes 
and beliefs about Christianity.” 


More Than 750 Men 
In Davidson Meeting 

In a follow-up of the Atlanta men’s 
convention, more than 750 North Caro- 
lina Presbyterian men came together 
for a two-day meeting at Davidson Col- 
lege. It was the synod’s largest gather- 
ing of men in its history and the meet- 
ing was an enthusiastic one. 


Winston-Salem Church People 
Sign “True Peace” Appeal 
Winston-Salem ministers and church- 
goers are among more than 1.000 signers 
of ‘‘An Appeal for a True Peace” origi- 
nated by the Winston-Salem Journal 
and Sentinel to combat the so-called 
“Stockholm Appeal’ sponsored by Com- 
munists throughout the world. Several 
pastors called attention to the appeal in 
their sermons with the result that many 
members of their congregations signed 
up. The matter was also brought up in 
various Bible class meetings. The ap- 
peal states: ‘The war in Korea is a 
danger to the peace of all people. We 
believe that the Korean war can be 
stopped and that the peace can be saved 
if the North Korean forces will obey 
the United Nations and go back to their 
starting point. We believe that gov- 
ernments and individuals who proclaim 
their devotion to peace can prove that 
devotion by using their influence to stop 
the Korean war in this way.”’ (RNS) 


McKnight Says Practice of 
Freedom Is Best Defense 

John P. McKnight, former Associated 
Press foreign correspondent (and a 
graduate of Davidson College), told the 
North Carolina Press Asociation at a 
recent meeting in Asheville that “the 
practice of freedom is the best defense 
of the ideal of freedom.’’ Under the 
topic, ‘‘As Others See Us,”’ he said, “‘We 
of the West have, in Christianity and 
democracy, ideas that are far better, 
ideas that, as Carlyle predicted, will at 
last whirwind-like. .envelop. the 
world, provided they are put into prac- 
tice.” He paid his respects, in passing, 
to Senator McCarthy’s “‘witch- hunting,” 
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bape: and the “admirable tough-mindeded- i 
th to ness” of the American people. 
v7 
a Baptists Report Good ~ 
Response in Fund Drive wee 
ae Ce 
North Carolina Baptists, having re- Sgt 
jected $697,356 in government funds to —— a 
‘ence, help build an addition to their hospita) . * 2 
- Was in Winston-Salem, are out to raise the re . fi 
state necessary amount themselves. <A spe- rit T. 
hatter: cial offering is being taken in all their , ual o§ 
ames | churches in North Carolina and leaders x 
bore express themselves as ‘‘well pleased’’ } 
En- | with the “enthusiastic response.” Au- ih 8 
) wae thorized to borrow what may be needed, . 
f the they say they have enough without the } ' 
2 has loan. . . . Duke University, a Metho- 
_ else dist institution, has announced that it 
have will accept state and federal funds to 
Lopes | aid in building a‘ million-dollar nurses’ 
home. 
Bible Classes in Schools 
, Ruled to Be Legal in State 
nen’s 
Yaro- Attorney General Harry McMullan 
ether ruled in an advisory opinion that the 
Col- laws of North Carolina do not prohibit 
ther- Bible classes in the state’s public 
neet- schools. The opinion was handed down 
at the request of a group seeking to 
restore a Bible class to a high school 
curriculum. The class was abandoned 
three years ago following the U. S. Su- 
irch- preme Court decision in the well-known 
>ners McCollum case. There is no state law 
rigi- on the subject. The McCollum decision, 
irnal the attorney general pointed out, ‘‘was 
alled based upon the particular method in 
om- which the school was operated in that 
veral instance.”* 
al in 


ened | Sraham Work With Unite IN LOVING MEMORY | 


Nations Is Mentioned 


ip in 
} ap North Carolinians, and doubtless To perpetuate the memory of loved ones who have gone on, 
yet: others, are interested in the recent re- or the Christian influence of persons still living, over 250 
We ports that Senator Frank P. Graham F 
2 be may be given an important assignment Memorial Funds have been established with the Board of 
aved with the United Nations. It had been World Missions, each fund set up individually according to 
obey rumored that Senator Graham would re- 
: i ictions of the donor. 

their sign but he denied the validity of such the exact wishes and restrictions 

gov- rumors. 7’ 

laim _— These Memorial Funds are carefully and conservatively ad- 
that British Theologian to Duke; ministered by the members of the Board of World Missions 


stop | Tribble to Head Wake Forest who serve as your agents in carrying out the provisions of 


W. D. Davies, outstanding British your gift. Permanent funds may be started with a small 


theologian, has been appointed to the _ . 
amount an nal deposits made from time to time as 
faculty of the Duke University Divinity oumt d additional P 


vais School as professor of Biblical theology. convenient. Memorial Funds enable this Board to enlarge its 
2 - Dr. Davies is now professor of New service in foreign lands. 

the Testament studies at the Yorkshire 

at a ee ‘grog — 3 rg For full information about Memorials, and for assistance in 
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~~ Massachusetts, will succeed Thurman to write 

“We Kitchen as president of Wake Forest. 
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“The work which centuries might have done 
must crowd the hours of setting sun.” 


John R. Mott thus epitomizes the urgency that faces Christians 
today. The picture shows him examining a map that marks the 
homes of the writers of meditations in the International Number. 


Emphasizing the world brotherhood of the Christian faith, devout 
Christians from all quarters of the world (including 37 countries) 
have collaborated to produce this inspiring and heart warming In- 
ternational Number for September-October (12 editions). 


This issue of the world’s most widely used devotional guide will delight and 
thrill you. It is an effective means of teaching the universal need of Christ. It 
gives testimony to the basic faith of Christians. It provides a practical 
method of presenting the evangelistic and missionary message of our time. 


Comments on the International Number of last year were like these: 

I have a deepening appreciation 
of the vital importance of The Up- 
per Room.—John R. Mott 

As you read testimonies from all 
parts of the world it makes you real- 
ize the universality of Jesus.—Rich- 
mond, Virginia 

It surely helps to broaden our hori- 
zons and strengthens the bonds of 
fellowship.—Toronto, Canada 


The fact that there are Christians 
thinking and praying, just as we are, 
all over the world is a revelation to 
us smug Americans.—Berkeley, Calif. 


It makes one realize how widely 
read The Upper Room is and how 
“all one family we”, the children of 
God, are — even though widely sep- 
arated by distances, languages and 
customs.—Nassau, Bahamas 


Place your order now for the International Number of The Upper Room. 


Single copy, 10 cents. Ten or more copies to one address, five cents each. In- 
dividual subscriptions, 50 cents per year (six issues). 


THE UPPER ROOM 
The World’s Most Widely Used Devotional Guide 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville 4, Tenn. 
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DONALD McIVER 


Donald McIver, retired pastor of the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Bristol, 
Virginia, entered into his eternal rest on 
June 1, 1950. He was licensed to the Chris. 
tian ministry by Fayetteville Presbytery, 
Synod of North Carolina, in June 1900 
thus embracing the first half of this cen- 
tury in his life as a minister. He was born 
near Sanford, N. C., on January 22, 1873, 
a descendant of the Highland Scots who g 
greatly contributed to the spiritual, politi- 
eal and economic life of North Carolina. 
He was educated in Liberal Arts at the 
University of North Carolina and in the- 
ology at Yale. 

Tn 1902 Dr. McIver married Miss Pauline 
Russell of Gulf, North Carolina. He ex- 
emplified the high qualities of a bishop 
in the household of God. Surviving him 
are his widow, two sons and three daugh- 
ters, all of Bristol: a brother, Dr. Lynn 
Mctver, Sanford, N. C., and a sister, Mrs. 
Cc. T. Hamilton, Orlando, Florida. 

Dr. McIver’s fifty years in the ministry 
were occupied as follows: six years at 
Wadesboro and Morven, N. C.; fifteen years 
at Burlington, N. C.: and twenty-five years 
at Central, Bristol. During the four years 
of his retirement he was instrumental ifn 
the founding of the Euclid Avenue Presby- 
terian Church of Bristol. On their third an- 
niversary, July 16, this church voted unani- 
mously to ask Abingdon Presbvtery to 
concur with them in changing the name 
to “McIver Memorial.” His ministry was 
characterized by the develonment of new 
churches, and he had a direct part in the 
establishing of at least six of these. An- 
other outstanding feature of his ministry 
was the condition of harmonv and unity 
which nervaded his congregations and 
which has resulted in the continued growth 
and service of the churches which he 
served. Few ministers have left to their 
enecessors such a fine foundation of love 
harmony. and neace unon which to build 
the Kingdom of grace. 

Dr. MeTver was a nreeminent nastor 
whose influence. while felt in its rreatest 
Intensitv in his congreecations, extended 
throughout the communities in which he 
served. An outstanding example of this 
is the fact that the students of King Col- 
lege found in him one of their greatest 
friends and wisest counselors. In June, 
1932, King College conferred upon him the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

The Bristol Herald Courier of June 2 
expressed the sentiment of all who knew 
Donald McIver in an editorial which was 
entitled “A Beloved Man Passes.” 
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ctmevicate 44” FOLDING CHAIR 


® Graceful design 

© Comfortable, compact 

© Easy-folding, quiet 

@ No hazards 

® Strong, durable 

@ Formed plywood seat 

@ Baked-enamel metal parts 
© Replaceable rubber feet 
American "47"'"—Seat 
and back upholstered 
with high-grade brown 
imitation leather. 


Write Department 143 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
354 Nelson St., $. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas 
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BIBLE STUDY 





John, Preacher 


of Repentance 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 20, 1950 


Lesson Text 


Our four Gospels all agree that the 
Christian movement began with John, 
a preacher of repentance. Who was 
John? What was his message? How 
did he prepare the way for the coming 
of Christ? What is his message for 
today ? 


I. The Man 


Matthew and Mark open their Gos- 
pels with the sudden appearance of 
John in the wilderness of Judaea. Luke 
informs us that he was the son of Zac- 
chaeus, a priest, and Elizabeth, who 
was the cousin of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Jesus and John were second 
cousins, therefore, but there is no in- 
dication that the two boys ever met. 
John grew up in a pious home which 
nourished a vital hope that God was 
about to redeem his people (Lk. 1:68). 

We know nothing about his early life, 
except that he grew and waxed strong 
in spirit and (probably after the death 
of his parents) retired into the wilder- 
ness or desert country of Judah. He 
subsisted there on locusts, an insect of 
the same family as the grasshopper, and 
on the honey of the wild bee, a common 
diet in Palestine to the present day. 
All the particulars indicate that John 
was an ascetic, living apart from other 
men, having no need to visit the towns 
for either food or clothing. When he 
attracted the attention of the nation 
he was a young man, not more than 
thirty. 


“His face was bronzed by the hot 
winds of the deserts and open spaces. 
A tangled mass of black hair swept 
back from a forehead below which two 
burning eyes looked out upon the rapt 
faces of his hearers. Arms and shoul- 
ders were bare, sunburned and sinewy. 
A coarse garment of camel’s hair (ad- 
mirably adapted for inclement weather; 
the same sort of cloth was used for 
tents) was thrown carelessly about his 
powerful body, and a sort of leather 
girdle (or belt) encircled his loins. As 
he went on with his impassioned speak- 
ing his sturdy feet, bare of shoes or 
sandals, settled themselves on the sand 
of the river bank; and he stood with 
upraised arms, like some mighty forest 
tree against which the fury of the 
tempest was hurled in vain’’ (Glimpses 
of Grandeur,” Frank D. Adams, Harper 
and Brothers). 


John began his ministry in the 15th 
year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
probably in the early part of A. D. 26. 
Luke tells us that Pilate was governor 
of Judaea at the time; Herod Antipas 
was tetrach of Galilee; his half brother 
Philip, tetrach of the regions northeast 
of Palestine; Lysanias, of whom we 
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Luke 3:7-20 


know nothing, the tetrarch of Abilene, 
a country near Damascus. Annas, 
shrewd and unscrupulous, had been de- 
posed from the priesthood, and Caia- 
phas, his son-in-law substituted, but 
Annas still retained control and was 
High Priest actually, though not in 
name. 

For some reason John preached not 
in the cities (as Jesus later did) but 
in the wilderness or desert of Judaea. 
The term describes the rough, moun- 
tainous and uninhabited or sparsely 
settled region lying west of the Dead 
Sea, and probably including also so 
much of the uninhabited region lying 
north of the sea, in the Jordan valley, 
as fell within Judaea. In general John 
kept close to the Jordan that he might 
be free to baptize. It seems that John 
did not need to seek out the crowds, 
for the people stirred by his striking 
figure and compelled by his message 
came to him. As Mark says, ‘‘There 
went out to him all the country of 
Judaea, and all they of Jerusalem.” 

Frank D. Adams pictures a typical 
group: 


“There they were, a motley group of 
people, gathered around a _striking- 
looking man who was speaking with 
great earnestness. All sorts and con- 
ditions of folk were here. The poor 
and humble were of course in the ma- 
jority, for they made up the rank and 
file of the population. Besides, these 
were the people who were looking with 
pathetic eagerness towards anyone who 
might deliver them from their misery. 
Here and there could be seen the flutter 
of a Pharisee’s robe. Tax-collectors 
and merchants mingled with the throng. 
Two or three Arab sheiks from the 
desert were listening intently. Perhaps 
a dozen Roman soldiers were there, but 
it appears that they had come as specta- 
tors rather than on police duty. They 
mingled indiscriminately with the 
crowds, and some of them seemed 
strangely moved at what they heard.”’ 


Il. His Message 


1. A Proclamation of the Kingdom. 
Matthew put John’s message in a single 
sentence: “In those days cometh John 
the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judaea, saying, Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of God is at hand.’ 

To the Jews who heard John’s mes- 
sage the Kingdom of God meant two 
things: (1) the reign of God over the 
world, especially over Israel; (2) the 
blessings of God which men, especially 
Israel, would enjoy when God’s reign 
became a fact. This expectation of a 
divine kingdom was based on the prom- 
ise made to David by Nathan (II Samuel 


7:12-15), a promise which had been 
enlarged and expanded by a long line of 
poets and prophets (e. g., Amos 7:9-15; 
Isaiah 11:1-5; Psalm 72). Many other 
ideas had been added by tradition. In 
the time of Christ there were many 
diverse ideas regarding the nature of 
the Kingdom. Most all, however, ex- 
pected a worldly kingdom, in which the 
power of Rome should be broken, and 
Israel made supreme among the nations. 
The spiritually minded included the uni- 
versal acceptance of God’s will. 

John’s ideas differed from those of 
his contemporaries in at least two re- 
spects. It was commonly supposed that 
all loyal Jews should enjoy its benefits. 
John insisted that only those who were 
morally worthy would be accepted (see 
Luke 3:7-8). Therefore, the Kingdom 
would be preceded by a judgment. 
“Even now,” he affirmed, ‘‘the axe also 
lieth at the root of the trees: every 
tree therefore that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down and cast into 
the fire.” 

In order that the nation might be 
prepared for this divine judgment, 
John called upon his hearers to repent, 
and as a token of their moral renewal 
to be baptized of him in the Jordan. 
Probably John took over the rite of 
baptism from the Jews, who were ac- 
customed at a later time, and perhaps 
in John’s day, to baptize proselytes 
(adults and infants) to the Jewish faith 
(by immersion). The Jews baptized 
proselytes who needed to be morally 
cleansed before they were counted 
umong the people of God; John insisted 
that all men, without exception, needed 
this moral and spiritual rebirth. 

He doubted if the Pharisees and 
Sadducees (Matthew 3:6), the religious 
leaders of the nation, and if the people 
as a whole, who responded to his mes- 
sage (Luke 3:7) correctly understood 
or had genuinely accepted God’s will 
and, therefore, were truly repentant. 
There came before his eyes a picture ot 
snakes wriggling from a burning field. 
“You brood of vipers,’’ he cried, ‘‘who 
told you to flee from the coming wrath.” 
He knew that they counted on sharing 
the Messianic hlessedness because they 
were the descendants of Abraham. He 
wished to convince them that good char- 
acter rather than right ancestry was es- 
sential. ‘‘Produce fruits that answer to 
your repentance,” he continued, ‘‘in- 
stead of saying to yourselves, ‘we have 
a father in Abraham.’ ”’ 

The people kept asking him (this is 
the force of the Greek tense), “What 
must we do to prove our repentance?” 
John replied that they were to care 
for the needy: ‘‘Those of you who have 
clothing or food beyond your immed- 
iate needs share with those who lack.’ 
Tax collectors in like manner were ad- 
vised to quit their grafting, and to col- 
lect from the people only what was due. 
Soldiers were warned against blackmail 
and extortion (evils to which the mili- 
tary, living off a conquered nation, were 
especially liable), and bidden to be 
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satisfied with their wages John did not 
mean that laboring men were to be con- 
tent with their wages in all ages, or 
that the soldiers to whom he spoke 
were never to seek more adequate com- 
pensation; but that they were to be 
content with their lawful wages; they 
were not to add to them by pillaging 
the people, as soldiers of that time often 
did. 

The Greek word to repent means to 
change one’s mind, to change one’s way 
of living. John’s advice to the people, 
to the publicans and the soldiers, makes 
it clear that for him it meant primarily 
a changed way of living in regard to 
one’s fellowmen: a refusal to take ad- 
vantage of those who were weak, a 
readiness to share with those who were 
in need. Is this attitude essential to- 
day if one is to enjoy the blessings of 
the Kingdom? What would John say 
today to various groups if they asked 
him, ‘‘What we do?” To poli- 
ticians, labor leaders, 
lawyers, physicians and ministers? To 
the boys or girls of the high school 
of your town? To your social set? To 
you? How are the weak today to be 
protected from the strong? Through 
repentance—on the part of individuals? 
Or through legislation—on the part of 
the state? Through one or the other, 
or both? How is relief to be afforded 
to those in need? Through charity—on 
the part of individuals? Or through 
social security—provided by the state? 
Through one or the other, or both? 


must 


business men, 


2. His Proclamation of the Messiah. 
The people of John’s time were expect- 
ing the Kingdom of God to be estab- 
lished at any moment by one especially 
anointed for that purpose by God—the 
Messiah or Christ. AJl Jews believed 
that this Messiah would be the son of 
David, that his kingdom would consist 
of Jews and proselytes, to whom all the 
heathen people would be subject. When 
this kingdom had been firmly estab- 
lished it was thought that the Messiah 
would turn it over to God himself. 

At a time when such beliefs were 
general it is not strange that the ap- 
pearance of John. such a prophet as 
had been seen for generations, set peo- 
ple to wondering whether he himself 
was the Christ. The feeling grew so 
strong that finally the Sanhedrim 
thought it wise to send a formal depu- 
tation to ascertain John’s own beliefs 
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on the subject. If he had been a differ- 
ent man, John might have taken ad- 
vantage of the opportunity and ridden 
on the crest of the wave. But John 
was honest and he knew the limitations 
of his own personality and mission. “I 
am not the Christ,’ he said, “but there 
cometh after me one that is mightier 
than I, the latchet of whose shoes [ 
am not worthy to unloose.” John in- 
deed baptized in water, symbolizing the 
moral cleansing that the new age de- 
manded. The Messiah, he declared, 
would baptize in the Holy Spirit and in 
fire. The fire would burn away the 
evil, the Spirit would give power for 
the good. John urged men to take no 
advantage of their neighbors, to share 
with those who were in need. The 
Messiah would give men the desire, the 
strength so to live. 

“Even now,” John added, “his fan 
is in his hand, thoroughly to cleanse 
his threshing floor, and to gather the 
wheat into his garner.’’ The reference 
here is to a winnowing shovel, with 
which the mingled grain and chaff, 
after being threshed were thrown into 
the air that the steady west wind might 
blow away the chaff, leaving the grain 
behind. The burning with fire is a 
figure for complete destruction. The 
whole verse is descriptive in highly 
figurative language of a work of judg- 
ment by which evil should be thor- 
oughly purged out of the nation and 
the Kingdom of God set up (cf. Malachi 
4:1-3). John’s prophecy was not ful- 
filled, apparently, in the way that he 
anticipated, or so soon as he expected, 
but it came in part, it may be, in A. D. 
70, when the Jewish nation was de- 
stroyed by Rome after one of the most 
terrible sieges in history. 

We have seen a further illustration 
of the same principle in our own day. 
The Lord comes to us again and again 
in judgment, but also in mercy. The 
fire of war, of revolution, of pestilence 
and death destroy men and institutions 
who have sinned away their day of 
grace. The Holy Spirit is offered to 
those who will seek God’s way rather 
than their own. The kingdom comes 
only as men are baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and in fire. 


Ill. His Fate 


Luke adds a verse telling us of John’s 
final fate. It was several months later. 
John had baptized Jesus in the Jordan 
and pointed him out to his disciples as 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world. He had gradually 
moved northward, until he left Judaea, 
and came into Galilee, the territory of 
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Herod Antipas. Herod had recently 
married his brother Philip’s wife under 
conditions that scandalized the nation, 
As Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide points out: 


“Herod was hard, but his brother was 
good. If he instead of Herod had been 
ruler over Galilee the story would have 
been different.. Philip ruled for thirty- 
eight years without reproach, and wag 
favorably distinguished from the other 
sons of Herod by his gentleness and 
want of ambition. Josephus says of 
him, ‘He was moderate and peaceful 
in his rule, and spent his whole life in 
his country. He went out with only a 
small retinue, always taking with him 
the throne on which he might sit and 
judge. Whenever he met anyone who 
had need of him he made no delay, but 
set down the throne wherever he might 
be, and heard the case.’”’ 


Herodias, his wife, a very ambitious 
woman thought Antipas could give her 
more than Philip; she forsook the latter, 
whom she had previously betrayed, 
therefore and married Antipas, her 
partner in sin. 

John, courageous as ever, denounced 
the guilty pair publicly. Herod re- 
taliated by putting John into prison, 
from which he never emerged. The 
prophet’s voice was silenced, but the 
great revival which he had commenced 
was carried on by the Messiah whom 
he had announced, and for whom he 
had prepared the way. 

He was, in the estimation of the 
early church, the forerunner of the 
Messiah predicted by the ancient proph- 
ets. As indicated by Isaiah, it was ‘‘the 
voice of one who cries in the desert, 
make the way ready for the Lord, level 
the paths for him. Every valley shall 
be filled up, every hill and mound laid 
low, the crooked made straight, the 
rough roads smooth; so shall all flesh 
see the saving power of God.” The 
picture is that of a road being prepared 
through the desert for the advent of a 
king. Plumptre thinks that Luke sees 
in the picture a description of the mani- 
fold work of John: the valley was 
filled when lowly and penitent souls 
received assurance of pardon; moun- 
tains were brought low when the proud 
humbled themselves; the crooked made 
straight when publicans became honest; 
rough places made smooth when sol- 
diers were taught to do violence to no 
man. 


The voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness! What would his message be to 
the men and women of our own day? 
What is the message which the church 
needs most to proclaim? Repentance? 
From what? Can peace, security be 
established unless there is a radical 
change in human nature? Is this radi- 
cal change necessary only among the 
communists and their allies, only among 
the non-churched, or was John right 
when he insisted that all needed to re- 
pent, that all needed to be baptized— 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. ) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





cently 
under 
ation. 
S out: 


ar Was 
1 been 
l have 
thirty- 
d was 
other 
sS and 
ys of 
aceful 
life in 
only a 
h him 
it and 
e who 
y, but 
might 


Ditious 
ve her 
latter, 
Trayed, 
3, her 


yunced 
»d re- 
prison, 

The 
ut the 
nenced 
whom 
om he 


of the 
of the 
proph- 
is ‘‘the 
desert, 
|, level 
y shall 
id laid 
it, the 
1 flesh 
The 
epared 
it of a 
fe sees 
) mani- 
y was 
souls 
moun- 
proud 
| made 
\onest; 
n sol- 
to no 


wilder- 
be to 
nh day? 
church 
itance? 
‘ity be 
radical 
s radi- 
ng the 
among 
| right 
to re- 
tized— 
re? 


3 copy- 
of Re- 


‘LOOK 





BOOK NOTES 


GANDHI’S LETTERS TO A DISCI- 
PLE. Harper and Bros., New York. 
234 pp., $2.50. 

Madeleine Slade, daughter of an Eng- 
lish Admiral, became an ardent disciple 
of Mahatma Gandhi in 1925. As such 
she took the name of Mira. The letters 
in this volume are a selection of 351 
out of 650 letters she received from 
Gandhi during the period 1924-1948. 

They are arranged in simple chrono- 
logical order. For the most part, they 
are in reply to numerous letters writ- 
ten by Mira and are concerned with her 
development as a disciple. Occasion- 
ally he amplifies his religious faith. 
Less frequently he comments on cur- 
rent events. Always his letters are 
brief, direct, personal, and without the 
slightest literary adornment. 

They are interesting even to the 
casual reader. They are religiously 
meaningful in proportion to one’s abil- 
ity to read into them a more systematic 
knowledge of Gandhi’s life and other 
published writings. 

FRANK H. CALDWELL. 

Louisville, Ky. 





THE DILEMMA OF THE IDEALIST. 
By David Bryn-Jones. The Macmillan 
Co., New York. 278 pp., $3.00. 

The dilemma of the idealist is the 
problem faced by everyone who is com- 
mitted to an ideal and who recognizes 
the impossibility of living up to that 
ideal in its entirety. It is the problem 
of the pacifist in a world of crisis. It 
is the continual problem of the Chris- 
tian who accepts the Sermon on the 
Mount as an imperative for his daily 
life. 

This book is a painstaking attempt 
to think through that problem in all 
of its complexity. To follow the ideal 
is often disastrous. To deny it is im- 
possible. Is there a position which, al- 
though falling short of perfect justice, 
may be acceptable to the idealist as ap- 
proximating justice? 

The author presents the problem 
largely in contemporary terms. He 
shows briefly the dualistic position of 
the medieval church and the dissatis- 
faction of Protestantism with that reso- 
lution of the conflict. He multiplies 
illustrations from international situa- 
tions of recent war years to show not 
only the dangers of uncompromising 
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idealism and of compromise, but also 
the relevance and necessity of both. 
The uncompromising idealist will main- 
tain that he has adopted a ‘‘weasel’’ 
position, and the lighthearted will find 
him tiresome and laboring. But the 
principle which emerges from his argu- 
ment is a sound and thoroughly Chris- 
tian one, representing a position widely 
held today by Protestant Christian 
ethicists—namely, that, although com- 
promise between the ideal and the real 
is essential, it is acceptable to right- 
thinking men and women only when 
in harmony with the ideal and when 
effective in bringing about the eventual 
accomplishment of the ideal. 

This is a thoughtful book by a com- 
petent writer. Its careful, or some- 
times tedious, analysis of the problem 
will give satisfaction and needed as- 
sistance to many perplexed men and wo- 
men who are faced by the necessity for 
decision in complex situations which 
present no clear-cut alternatives. It 
will be particularly helpful to those 
young people who are drawn to pacifism 
as the only apparent solution acceptable 
to the idealist in time of war. 

RACHEL HENDERLITE. 

Nagoya, Japan. 


THE CHOSEN. By E. J. Edwards. 
Longmans, Green & Co., New York. 280 
pp. $38.00. 

This story of five young men who en- 
tered a Roman Catholic seminary to 
prepare for the priesthood is interest- 
ingly written. The rigid requirements 
of the seminary life, and the inner strug- 
gles that caused four of them to drop 
out are told frankly. The deeper strug- 
gle of the one who completed the course 
and was ordained is forcefully por- 
trayed, and the author succeeds in leay- 
ing with the reader a sense of the worth- 
whileness of spiritual reality and of un- 
selfish service. 

WALTER W. WHITE. 

S. Charleston, W. Va. 
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About Myself, Nevin C. Harner. 
Christian Education Press. $1.75. 

Christ, Christianity and Communism. M. 
M. Blair. The Standard Publishing Co. 
$2.00. 

Christian Belief. 
ners, $2.25. 

East and West. 
Philosophical Library. 
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Strengthening the Forces of Freedom. 
Dean Acheson. U.S. Govt. Printing Office. 
50 cents. 
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“The short, pithy sentences have a way 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

S. L. McCullouch, Goodman, Miss., is 
the new pastor of the Midway church, 
Decatur, Ga. 

Glenn C. McGee from Ardmore, Okla., 
to Trinity church, 740 N. 4th, Tuscon, 
Ariz. 

Harold L. 
Americus, 








White, 
Ga., 


former pastor at 
who has been engaged 
in graduate study at Union Seminary in 
Virginia, has accepted a call to the 
Rivermont West Hopewell, Va., 
churches effective Sept. 1. 

Day Carper, who has spent the past 
year studying in Belgium, has returned 
to his assignment, A. R. P. M., 
Luluabourg, Congo Belge, Africa. His 
family, in Va., during that 
time, is now en route to Africa. 

Thomas R. Elder, Gladwater, Texas, 
has become pastor of the Spur, Texas 
church. 


and 


Bibanga, 


Richmond, 


F. H. McElroy has resigned as pastor 
of the Quitman, Ga., church in order 
that he may devote his full-time to the 
Presbyterian Home, Inc., 

John A. 
served the 


at Quitman. 
MeMurray, who formerly 
City, Fla., church, 
has been on sabbatical leave since last 
October. On August 1 he became stated 
supply of the Havana, Fla., church He 
is also stated clerk of 
tery. 


Panama 


Florida Presby- 


W. M. McInnis from Memphis, Tenn., 
to Bishopville, S. C., Sept. 1. 

G. Aiken Taylor from Smyrna, Ga., to 
1008 Piedmont Way, Burlington, N. C. 

EK. M. Williamson from Danville, Va., 
to 702 Floyd Ave., Rocky Mount, Va. 


KETIRED 
Dunbar H. Ogden, 
pastorate of the 
New Orleans, 
address, 4516 S 


retiring from the 
Napoleon Avenue 
church, will have for his 
Derbigny St... New Or- 
leans, La. 


H. H. Munroe, former missionary to 
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Japan, recently serving the Cape 
Charles, Va., church, has retired from 
the active ministry. 


WORLD COUNCIL STAFF 

Rajah B. Manikam of Nagpur, India, 
has been named Joint Secretary for 
East Asia by the World Council of 
Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council. His duties will call for 
him to devote most of his time to the 
strengthening of Protestantism in ‘‘crit- 


ical” areas of East Asia. 


A. R. P. EDITOR 

Ebenezer Gettys, Doraville, Ga., pas- 
tor of the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian church, and former director of 
religious education and young people’s 
work for his denomination, will be- 
come editor of the weekly Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian, succeeding C. B, 
Williams, who has been elected to the 
faculty of Erskine Seminary. 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


AIM: To instill the idea of spiritual values as well 
as material, of divine relations as well as human. 


to train for life and the art of living. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
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